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10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of
God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes. 12For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities,

14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place,
15and with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the
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18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With
this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people. 19Pray
also for me, that whenever I speak, words
may be given me so that I will fearlessly

“ This is not an afterthought. Rather, it
summarizes much of what has been
revealed in Ephesians while urging readers
to be armed and ready for the struggle of
Christian living. If we are to walk worthy of
our calling, then we will necessarily wrestle

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of
God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes. 12For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities,
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The Devil's Schemes
1. The devil encourages us to substitute
ourselves for God.
2. The devil loves to distract us by making
us think people are the real enemy.
3. The devil teaches us to lie.

6. The devil breeds passivity in us.
7. The devil breeds doubt, fear, and
mistrust.
8. The devil plays tricks with our minds.
9. The devil misinterprets God’s Word.
10. The devil distracts us from prayer.

“Whatever the origins of these terms, they
are intended to be shorthand for the
myriad of powers, great and small, personal
and impersonal, individual and systemic,
that resist the saving activity of God among
humanity.”
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"First of all, if we take seriously the fact that
our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
then we’ll avoid “demonizing” human
beings who appear to be our opponents.
Whether we’re fighting global terrorism,
denominational disagreements, or

From there our hearts can slip into hatred;
we cannot bring ourselves to love those
who disagree with us and we justify our
contempt for others. But if we recognize
that our true battle is with spiritual powers,
not with flesh and blood, then we will fin
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14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place,
15and with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the

He put on righteousness as his breastplate,
and the helmet of salvation on his head; he
put on the garments of vengeance and
wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.

"Thus while the “full armor” of God is that
which God supplies to us, “of God” also
indicates that we are wearing God’s own
armor. We are fighting God’s battle with
God’s weapons.”
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18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With
this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people. 19Pray
also for me, that whenever I speak, words
may be given me so that I will fearlessly

14For this reason I kneel before the Father,
15from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in

“Prayer is picking a fight with the Enemy.
It's spiritual warfare. Intercession transports
us from the sidelines to the front lines
without going anywhere. And that is where
the battle is won or lost. Prayer is the
difference between us fighting for God
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8Paul entered the synagogue and spoke
boldly there for three months, arguing
persuasively about the kingdom of God.
9But some of them became obstinate; they
refused to believe and publicly maligned
the Way. So Paul left them. He took the

15. Acts 19:8-20 (NIV) 2. Acts 19:8-20
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sick, and their illnesses were cured and the
evil spirits left them. 13Some Jews who
went around driving out evil spirits tried to
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who were demon-possessed. They
would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom

beating that they ran out of the house
naked and bleeding. 17When this became
known to the Jews and Greeks living in
Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high
honor. 18Many of those who believed now
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“Spiritual warfare is not about naming
territorial spirits, claiming the ground, or
binding demons. It is all about the gospel.
It is to live a gospel life, to preserve gospel
unity and to proclaim gospel truth. It is to
do this in the face of a hostile

"According to Ephesians 6:10–20, we are to
fight principally by putting on God’s full
armor. And what is God’s armor? It consists
of truth, righteousness, peace, faith,
salvation, and the word of God. If we are to
fight God’s battle in God’s way, here ar

