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21Submit to one another out of reverence
for Christ.

"Christ is the head of the church, his body,
of which he is the Savior,” the literary
context of Ephesians points in the direction
of head-as-source, not head-as-authority.
This interpretation is confirmed by the
added claim, “of which he is the Savior.”

4. Ephesians 6:1-4 (NIV)
1. Ephesians 6:1-4

5. Ephesians 6:1-3

6. Exodus 20:12 (NIV) 1. Exodus 20:12

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right.“Honor your father and
mother”—which is the first commandment
with a promise—“so that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life
on the earth.”

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right. "Honor your father and
mother"—which is the first commandment
with a promise— "so that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life
on the earth."

12“Honor your father and your mother, so
that you may live long in the land the Lord
your God is giving you.

7. Deuteronomy 5:16 (NIV)
1. Deuteronomy 5:16

8. Kabad (“Honor”)

9. Romans 12:17-20 (NIV)
1. Romans 12:17-20

“Honor your father and your mother, as the
Lord your God has commanded you, so
that you may live long and that it may go
well with you in the land the Lord your God
is giving you.

Kabad (“Honor”)
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The Hebrew dictionary says it means “to be
heavy, be weighty, be grievous, be hard, be
rich, be honourable, be glorious, be
burdensome, be honoured.”

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful
to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone. Do not take
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room
for God’s wrath, for it is writte
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“Paul was moving from the specific and
rather passive command, “obey,” to
something more sweeping and active,
“honor.”
The Greek verb for “to honor” means “to
value, show high regard for, honor, revere.”

Thus, “Honor your parents” is more than a
reason for “obey your parents.” If anything,
“honor” is even more important because of
its favorable consequences (good life, long
life). Yes, by all means children should obey
their parents. But they should go b

"Ephesians 6:1 instructs children to obey
their parents and reminds parents that their
children’s obedience is necessary if they are
going to thrive. If fathers and mothers are
going to be used by the Lord to raise their
children, then they cannot shy aw
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Fathers, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.

To exasperate someone is to annoy him or
her to the point of impatience, frustration
and irritation

(Ephesians 6:4) “rules out excessively severe
discipline, unreasonably harsh demands,
abuse of authority, arbitrariness, unfairness,
constant nagging and condemnation,
subjecting a child to humiliation, and all
forms of gross insensitivity to a child’s n
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"Don't worry that children never listen to
you; worry that they are always watching
you."
~ Robert Fulghum

"Paul was not focusing only on what we
might call religious education. Rather,
fathers (and mothers) are participants in
God’s own work of bringing up their
children. This is one specific example of
what we saw previously in Ephesians 4:15–

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will
grow to become in every respect the
mature body of him who is the head, that
is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined
and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,
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“Surely God is with us through his Spirit.
But God is also with us through his people,
the church. The household code in
Ephesians doesn’t appear as an appendix
unrelated to the rest of God’s story in this
letter. Rather, it is imbedded in both the

