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2. Ephesians 5:21-33 (NIV)
1. Ephesians 5:21-33

21Submit to one another out of reverence
for Christ.
22Wives, submit yourselves to your own
husbands as you do to the Lord. 23For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is
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2. Ephesians 5:21-33

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for
her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by
the washing with water through the word,
27and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any ot
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31“For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his
wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
32This is a profound mystery—but I am
talking about Christ and the church.
33However, each one of you also must love
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“the smallest and primary parts of the
household are master and slave, husband
and wife, father and children.”
``~ Aristotle (4th century BC)

22Wives, submit yourselves to your own
husbands as you do to the Lord. 23For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is
the head of the church, his body, of which
he is the Savior. 24Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should

"Christ is the head of the church, his body,
of which he is the Savior,” the literary
context of Ephesians points in the direction
of head-as-source, not head-as-authority.
This interpretation is confirmed by the
added claim, “of which he is the Savior.”
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"Through his loving sacrifice, Christ became
the Savior of the church, the source of its
life, and the “head” of the church. The
husband acts as the head of his wife when
he loves her with Christlike love, thus giving
life to her through his love."

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for
her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by
the washing with water through the word,
27and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any ot
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Your desire will be for your husband, and
he will rule over you.

“The second affected relationship is with
the woman’s husband and this punishment
comes fundamentally at a psychological
level: “Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.” Though this
translation is fine, it can easily be misunders
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14For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of
hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the
law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new

"At the very heart, he wanted the readers of
his letter to understand how the story of
God’s work in Christ transforms all of life,
including household relationships.”
~ Mark D. Roberts. Ephesians (The Story of

31“For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his
wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
32This is a profound mystery—but I am
talking about Christ and the church.
33However, each one of you also must love

Clearly, sin does not desire Cain
romantically; it desires to consume or
control him. This meaning fits the negative
context of our present verse much better
and even more significantly fits in with
common human experience. When sin

