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“Together-with-ness”

We are together with Christ and therefore
together with each other.
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Story of God and His Church
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The Church Participating in the Story of
God
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Outline of Ephesians

Chapter 1-3 - Story of God & His Church
~ Focus on the vertical
relationship with God
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The Essential Role of the Church
- Togetherness

God made us alive together with Christ
(2:5)

6. The Essential Role ¢ 2. Page 2

promisel 260
We arsjoimed o
body (ASTER
We are held,

body (ALTBI
F

We are heirs together with Israel (3:6)
We are members together with each other
in the body (3:6)

We are sharers together with each other in

the promise (3:6)
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“Ephesians is written not just to a bunch of
disconnected, solo Christians but to Christians
unified “through the bond of peace” (4:3)...For
those of us who were raised in North American

culture, which places a high premium on

individualism, we tend to read Ephesians as if
Paul were speaking just bto each of us as
individuals.

"Ephesians is written not just to a bunch of
disconnected, solo Christians but to
Christians unified “through the bond of
peace” (4:3)..For those of us who were
raised in North American culture, which
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Yet the text continually invites us to see
ourselves and God's work among us as a
community of people. In a day when Christians
are seeking new Formz of corporate life, in a time
when traditional church structures are Failing
right and left, in a time when Christians are
wondering what it really means to be church and

do church, Ephesians speaks to us with as much
power and relevance as it once spoke to the
churches of Asia Minor.”

~ Mark D. Roberts. Ephesians [The Story of God
Bible Conamentary). 2Zondervan Academic.

Yet the text continually invites us to see
ourselves and God's work among us as a
community of people. In a day when
Christians are seeking new forms of
corporate life, in a time when traditional
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"=Be very careful, then, how you live—not as
unwise but as wise, *making the most of every
apportunity, because the days are evil.
“Therefore do not be Foolish, but understand
what the Lord’s will is. Do not gat drunk on
wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit, ®speaking to one another
with psalms, hymns, and songs From the Spirit.
Sing and make music fron your heart to the Lord,
®always giving thanks to God the Father For
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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3 Different Responses to Advice "You cannot think your way into a new kind 15Be very careful, then, how you live—not
of living. You have to live your way into a as unwise but as wise, 16making the most
1. Those who never listen to any type of new kind of thinking.” of every opportunity, because the days are
advice. These are the ones who do not evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but
listen with the intent to understand; they ~ Richard Rohr, Simplicity understand what the Lord’s will is. 18Do
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But be filled with the Spirit (18)
BY speaking to one another... (19}

BY singing and making melody... to the Lovrd (18}
#Submit to one another out of reverence

BY always giving thanks for all things ... (20)
for Christ.

Hoawwe? 5:19-20

IB]" being subject to one another... (21) I

Wives be subject to hushands (5:22-33)
Childven obey theiwr parents (6:1-4)

How? 5:22.5:9]

Ephesians 5:21 Slaves obey their masters (6:5-10)

21Submit to one another out of reverence
for Christ.
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16. Ephesians 5:21 (N 1. Ephesians 5:21

Submit to one another out of reverence for
Christ.



