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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity
(unwilling to believe), it was the season of
Light, it was the season of Darkness,

we were all going direct to Heaven, we
were all going direct the other way—in
short, the period was so far like the present
period, that some of its noisiest authorities
insisted on its being received, for good or
for evil, in the superlative degree of c
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16know that a person is not justified by the
works of the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in
Christ Jesus that we may be justified by
faith in Christ and not by the works of the
law, because by the works of the law no on

3Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him
before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sight. In love 5he pred

of God’s grace 8that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and understanding, 9he
made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he
purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect
when the times reach their fulfillment—to
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Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
13And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a

7But whatever were gains to me I now
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What
is more, I consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake I have lost all things. I consider them
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“Isn’t it nice to think that tomorrow is a new
day with no mistakes in it yet?”
~ Anne of Green Gables
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sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
11and so, somehow, attaining to the
resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I
have already obtained all this, or have
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to
take hold of that for which Christ Jesus

