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1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you
to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received. 2Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love. 3Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
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But to each one of us grace has been given
as Christ apportioned it.

8For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—

This is why it says:
“When he ascended on high, he took many
captives and gave gifts to his people.”
(What does “he ascended” mean except
that he also descended to the lower, earthly
very one who ascended higher than all the
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When you ascended on high,
you took many captives;
you received gifts from people,
even from the rebellious—
that you, Lord God, might dwell there.

“You ascended to the firmament, O prophet
Moses;
you captured captives, you taught the
words of Torah,
you gave gifts to the sons of men.”

"Paul sees the ascension of Jesus as being
in a sense like that of Moses. After the ‘new
Exodus’ which had been achieved in his
death and resurrection, setting the human
race free from bondage to sin and death,
Jesus ‘went up’ into the heavenly realm whe
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So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers,to equip his people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God

"In Ephesians 4:11, the gifts are not abilities
or empowerments but rather people
serving in certain roles: “So Christ himself
gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers.”
Some interpreters have suggested that this

Apostles were authorized and sent to
preach the gospel and to plant, nurture,
and oversee churches.
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1 Corinthians 12:28

6We have different gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us. If your gift is
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance
with your faith; 7if it is serving, then serve; if
it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement;

28And God has placed in the church first of
all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of
different kinds of tongues.
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Prophets communicated God’s truth to
God’s people, not only concerning the
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"People talk a lot about spiritual gifts in
churches today, but far too much of the
discussion focuses on the question: What is
my gift? Paul, by contrast, asks, Why the
gifts? His answer? Unity. As each person’s
body has different parts, so the body of

Paul will bring up gifts again near the end
of his ministry, where once again we learn
that gifts are given to create unity in the
church (Ephesians 4:16). God’s gifts are
given to make us one, and, in fact, they do
make us dependent on one another. How

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed
back and forth by the waves, and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching
and by the cunning and craftiness of
people in their deceitful scheming. Instead,
speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
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The Ways of Oneness

"When we grow as the body together, we
will also grow as discrete members. Christ is
both the source and the goal of our
corporate and individual growth."

sPeak the truth in love

~ Christ gives grace to each of us so that
we might be active in the ministry of
building up the church (4:7).
~ Christ also gives to the church gifts of

~ Mark D. Roberts, Mark D.. Ephesians (The

