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The Church Participating in the Story of
God

Chapter 1-3 - Story of God & His Church
~ Focus on the vertical
relationship with God
~ Declaration of Heavenly Truths
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And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, 18may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge—that

20Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, 21to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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14For this reason I kneel before the Father,
15from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in
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“As a prisoner for the Lord, then,
I urge you to live a life worthy of
the calling you have received.”
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“God’s primary call is for us to belong
to and live for the flourishing of God’s
purposes in the world.”

“Our calling is that which emerges from
the whole narrative of Ephesians 1–3.
Through this story God has called us
to belong to him, to be part of his holy
people, and to join in his cosmic plan."

Ephesians 1-3 Highlights

~ Mark Labberton, Called: The Crisis
and Promise of Following Jesus Today

We are to live as God’s holy people, for the
praise of his glory (1:1, 4, 12, 14).
Having been saved by grace through faith
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“We are, as devoted disciples of Jesus, all
in full-time ministry participating in God’s
mission in our areas where we work, live,
play and pray.”

Definition of Vocation

“The word vocation is a rich one, having to
address the wholeness of life, the range of
relationships and responsibilities. Work, yes,
but also families, and neighbors, and
citizenship, locally and globally—all of this
and more is seen as vocation, that

~ a particular occupation, business, or
profession;
calling.
~ a strong impulse or inclination to follow a

~ Shannon Youell
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15. Ephesians 4:2
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““The vocation of every Christian is to live
as a follower of Jesus today. In every aspect
of life, in small and large acts, with family,
neighbors and enemies, we are to seek to
live out the grace and truth of Jesus. This is
our vocation, our calling.

“Be completely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one another in
love.”
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5In your relationships with one another,
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to
be used to his own advantage;
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18. Ephesians 4:3

1Therefore if you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace.”
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14For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of
hostility,

“It’s just like magic. When you live by
yourself, all of your annoying habits
are gone”

Unity is created by The Holy Spirit, so we
don’t create unity with other Christians. We
preserve unity.

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest
place and gave him the name that is above
every name,
10that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
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~ Merrill Markoe, comedienne
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“There is one body and one Spirit— just as
you were called to one hope when you
were called—”
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18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy
people,

“one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.”

25. Deuteronomy 6:4-61.(NIV)
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4Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
is one. 5Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength. 6These commandments
that I give you today are to be on your
hearts.

9He made known to us the mystery of his
will according to his good pleasure, which
he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into
effect when the times reach their fulfillment
—to bring unity to all things in heaven and
on earth under Christ.

