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God made us alive together with Christ
(2:5)
God raised us together with Christ (2:6)
God seated us together with Christ (2:6)
We are citizens together with the saints
(2:19)
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The unusual inclusion and combination of
these words underscores the “togetherwith-ness” of the Christian life. We are
together with Christ and therefore together
with each other.
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5. Ephesians 1:1-2 (NIV)
1. Ephesians 1:1-2

Outline of Ephesians

Story of God and His Church

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will
of God,
To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the
faithful in Christ Jesus:

Chapter 1-3 - Story of God & His Church
~ Focus on the vertical
relationship with God
~ Declaration of Heavenly Truths
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Greek Lesson
Grace (charis) -

χάρις

To rejoice (chairien) -

χαίρω

2Grace and peace to you from God our
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3Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ.

“Praise be to [eulogētos] the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed [eulogēsas] us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing
[eulogia] in Christ.”

4For he chose us in him before the creation
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"I would suggest that verses 4–5, though
relevant to theological debates about
election, predestination, and free will, do
not serve as an invitation to debate but to
worship. When we realize that God has
chosen us to belong to him because of his

7In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace
8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom
and understanding, 9he made known to us
the mystery of his will according to his
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Blessings of God

Thus, when we read Ephesians 1:7–10 in
light of the fundamental story of creation
and the fall, and when we read all of
Ephesians in this light, and indeed, when
we read all of Scripture in this light, we see
God’s wider, deeper purpose for the

11In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity
with the purpose of his will, 12in order that
we, who were the first to put our hope in
Christ, might be for the praise of his glory
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In God's Story. God is the one:

Ephesians 1: 3–14 tells a mind-expanding,
heart-stirring, praise-inspiring, lifetransforming story of God. In this story God
has blessed us beyond measure because of
the riches of his grace. This blessing began
even before creation, when God chose us

~ Redemption
~ Forgiveness
~ Grace
~ Wisdom &
14. Ephesians 1:11-14 2.
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Ephesians 1:11-14

13And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until

~ who blessed us
~ chose us
~ predestined us for
adoption
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heart-stirring, praise-inspiring, life-transforming story of God. In this story God has blessed us beyond

He revealed his no-longer-secret plan: to
bring unity to everything in heaven and
earth. God did and is doing all of this in
Christ. When we believe in him, we step
into God’s story, accepting our special
relationship with God and our divinely

