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Question:

Is God’s ‘plan of salvation’ a failure?

Since the bible states that God does not
desire anyone to perish, but also states that
the majority of humankind is going to hell,
doesn’t this show that God’s plan of
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9The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide
is the gate and broad is the road that leads
to destruction, and many enter through it.

14But small is the gate and narrow the road
that leads to life, and only a few find it.
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19“There was a rich man who was dressed
in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury
every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar
named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and
longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s
table. Even the dogs came and licked his

finger in water and cool my tongue,
because I am in agony in this fire.’ 25“But
Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in
your lifetime you received your good
things, while Lazarus received bad things,
but now he is comforted here and you are

place of torment.’ 29“Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them listen to them.’ 30“ ‘No, father
Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from
the dead goes to them, they will repent.’
31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to
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1. Infernalism or Traditionalism - refers to
the belief that those who do not receive
Jesus as Lord and Saviour in this lifetime

3. Universalism or Universal Reconciliationprofess that Christian faith includes
confidence (not just hope) in the ultimate,
universal salvation of all humankind
through the work of Christ Probably all will
be saved eventually
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Infernalism
Rev 20:12-15 NIV
12 And I saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Another book was opened,
which is the book of life. The dead were
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Annihilationism
John 3:16-17 NIV
16 "For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
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“The notion that there is no hell is a wussy
effort by certain people to make God a nice
guy. Because they can’t deal with the
dichotomy of God as Protector, a Lover and
a Punisher, and they want to eliminate the
punisher.”

Universalism
1 Cor 3:12-14 NIV
12 If any man builds on this foundation
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay
or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what
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Thin Gospel vs. Thick Gospel

"It is not a question of being saved from
hell, but in being saved in order to manifest
the Son of God in our mortal flesh."

The Gospel of Salvation vs. The Gospel of
the Kingdom

- Oswald Chambers
"Your kingdom come, Your will be done on

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It
does not dishonor others, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth
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Biblical salvation is salvation times three.

9Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because this man, too,
is a son of Abraham.

"Zacchaeus’s salvation is his committing to
a change in life—from greed and
dishonesty to generosity and justice.

10For the Son of Man came to seek and to
save the lost.”

And to this change, Jesus says, “Today
salvation has come to this house.”

Past: We have been saved (Romans 8:24).
Present: We are being saved (Philippians
2:12).
Future: We will be saved (Romans 13:11).
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“The story of the Bible is not simply about
the salvation of individuals. The story of the
Bible is about the creation of one faithful,
saved people of God, Israel. That story for
Christians means the expansion of that one
people of God to include Gentil

28There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free, nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Jesus’ great sermon expounds on God’s
way of loving God, ourselves and others. He
tears down the hierarchical boundaries of
who is in and who is out by pouring out
grace on all.
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Engaging the gospel is more than reciting
God’s plan for these things, it is actually
living into it in ways that bring healing,
peace, hope, love, joy and grace to all
people’s, to point them ever more deeply
towards Jesus as king of our lives now and f

