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TOPIC: Why Do I Need Church?

What are the qualities of a good person?

How do I respond to a comment like: “I am
a good person with good values, so I don’t
need to go to church or have religion in my
life?"

1. Kindness - covering goodness,
gentleness, helpfulness, make peace with
others
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5. Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 2. Acts 2:42-47

5 REASONS PEOPLE HAVE STOPPED
ATTENDING YOUR CHURCH - Carey
Nieuwhof

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and
signs performed by the apostles. 44All the
believers were together and had everything

46Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily
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1. THE CHURCH IS IRRELEVANT, THE
LEADERS ARE HYPOCRITICAL AND

“In our impatient culture, we want to
experience biblical awe without biblical
devotion.”
` Francis Chan. Letters to the Church. David
C. Cook.

14“To the angel of the church in Laodicea
write:
These are the words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s
creation. 15I know your deeds, that you are

wear, so you can cover your shameful
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes,
so you can see. 19Those whom I love I
rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and
repent. 20Here I am! I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
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“When someone does something nice,
kind, or even loving for me or my family, I
think, “Wow, what a great person!” or
“That’s so nice!” or “What a wonderful thing
to do!”

The problem with simply “living out our
faith”—showing people we’re Christians
through loving acts of service and kindness
—is that it doesn’t communicate anything
beyond basic goodness. At some point,
Christians must actually talk about Christ.

Let’s stop pretending we’re evangelizing
when in reality we’re just practicing
common decency. Being nice, kind, helpful,
respectful and generally a good person
isn’t the same thing as communicating the
Gospel of Christ.”
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“If you make disciples, you always get the
Church. But if you make a church, you
rarely get disciples”
- Mike Breen
12. Acts 4:31 (NIV)

1. Acts 4:31

31After they prayed, the place where they
were meeting was shaken. And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.
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“It is no accident that the Jewish people call
themselves “Am Yisrael“–“the people of
Israel”— rather than “Dat Yisrael,” or “the
religion of Israel.” A sense of peoplehood
has long been the defining characteristic of
the Jews. Accordingly, the central e

On the everyday level, this focus on
peoplehood is translated into an emphasis
on the community as the primary
organizing structure of Jewish life.
Wherever Jews have lived, they have built
synagogues, established communal
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11So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12to equip his people for works
of service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up 13until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son
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14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed
back and forth by the waves, and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching
and by the cunning and craftiness of
people in their deceitful scheming.
15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we
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19Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of his
household, 20built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him
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16Don’t you know that you yourselves are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
your midst? 17If anyone destroys God’s
temple, God will destroy that person; for
God’s temple is sacred, and you together
are that temple.

“Do you see why all this matters so much?
Many today treat the Church as optional, as
some outdated way to connect to God that
has long outlived its usefulness. They’d
rather connect with God on their own, in
their own way, without all the weird people

Who but God could come up with such a
beautiful and ingenious plan? I can’t help
but see our own lameness in failing to see
the beauty in God’s design for the Church.
Heavenly beings are shocked by God’s
Church, while many on earth yawn. The

