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TOPIC: Can the Bible be trusted?

GENESIS 19 - Story of Lot’s family in Sodom
& Gomorrah

Reading and interpreting Scripture in the
light of God’s character and the society to
that were living the stories, helps us to
understand the Big Story of God and the

~ Lot and the 2 angels
~ Destruction of Sodom &
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“Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom:
She and her daughters were arrogant,
overfed and unconcerned; they did not
help the poor and needy. They were
haughty and did detestable things before
me” (Ezekiel 16:49 – 50a).

“Rape, incest, promiscuous sexual activity
are clearly considered sins. There is no
debate about that and all these things were
rampant in S & G. so why would Ezekiel
and Jesus refers to hospitality as the sin of
S & G.

So why is this story in the Bible then?
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3) The story is highlighting how people
who live a more God honoring, or
righteous life, can affect and change the
societal norms, not because they refuse to
participate (which they should not
participate of course), but because they

Proverbs 11:11 NIV
11 Through the blessing of the upright a
city is exalted,
but by the mouth of the wicked it
is
destroyed.

1) Because it is human history
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Note to Peter Enns:

Peter Enns Response:

Pete, I hate you—but I digress.
You talk about the Bible being “messy”—it
has historical problems, tensions, and

“The presumption is that a book worthy of
being called “sacred scripture” or “God’s
word” would not be messy but neat and
tidy.

Taking the Bible really seriously means
dealing with its messiness, not finding
clever ways of avoiding it.”
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Peter Enns on trusting the Bible

But here’s the catch: The Bible bears
witness in ancient and culturally diverse
ways. That’s why the Bible is such a “mess.”
And that is why working out how the Bible
functions in the life of faith is an ongoing
task.”

“Caring parents — Papas — express loving
influence that neither overrules nor
withdraws. Loving mothers and fathers
don’t micromanage or rule with an iron fist.
They aren’t absent or MIA either. Loving
fathers and mothers guide, instruct,

“I also balk a bit at the thought of “trusting”
the Bible. I understand the point, but
perhaps the Bible shouldn’t be the object
of our trust to begin with. Maybe—as the

~ Peter Enns, author of “The Bible Tells Me
So…”, from an article written on https://
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“God acts like a loving suitor. Nothing can
stop God from inviting us, moment-bymoment, to a loving relationship. God’s
uncontrolling love is uncontrollable! But we
can choose not to cooperate. We can fail to
say, “Yes!” When we do not respond

“This story is in the Bible because it reminds
us that we can live in a toxic culture and
not even realize it. Because it is the
normative behaviors and ethics of the
society. We must be reminded of this by
these stories so we can have a vision and a

“As in most of the stories we find in the
Bible, they point us back to God’s
“good” (Hebrew tov) creation and kingdom.
That tov means that everything is good
because it is interconnected. We cannot
live our lives in isolation. God created a
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Matthew 25:40 NIV
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

