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24“Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. 25The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, 
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That is why, as we have noted, Jesus directs 
his teaching in Matthew 5 through 7 
toward things like murder and anger, 
contempt and lusting, family rejection, 
verbal bullying. This is real life. Though his 
teachings do not make a life, they intersect 

6. Matthew 7:28-8:1 (NIV)1. Matthew 7:28-8:1

28When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29because he taught as one who 
had authority, and not as their teachers of 
the law. 

7. Matthew 5:1-2 (NIV)1. Matthew 5:1-2

1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went 
up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, 2and he began to 
teach them.

8. JESUS AUTHORITY AS:1. Page 1

JESUS AUTHORITY AS:

Teacher
The Christ
Lord
Saviour 
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Jesus, on the other hand, had not received 
a scribal education, scandalized the 
establishment by sweeping away the 
traditions of the elders, had no particular 
reverence for social conventions, and spoke 
with a freshness of his own which 
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But in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is 
quite blunt: this, he says, is what I say to 
you. Never mind what you’ve heard from 
elsewhere. Never mind that the text has 
been read differently for over a thousand 
years. This is the way we have to read it 

13. Matthew 5:17 (NIV)1. Matthew 5:17

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them.
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prophet or even as the greatest of the 
prophets, but rather as the fulfilment of all 
prophecy.”

15. Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)1. Matthew 7:21-23

21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name and in your name drive out 
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“Jesus summons men to follow Him not as 
a teacher or a pattern of the good life, but 
as the Christ, the Son of God.”

- Deitrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of 
Discipleship
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19. John 8:31-32 (NIV)1. John 8:31-32

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus 
said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. 32Then you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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So as his disciple I am not necessarily 
learning how to do special religious things, 
either as a part of “full-time service” or as a 
part of “part-time service.” My discipleship 
to Jesus is, within clearly definable limits, 
not a matter of what I do, but


