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“Abstinence is not to be done for the sake
of abstinence but for the sake of pursuing
God more passionately and fully and
remembering those who do not have the
luxury of ‘choosing’ something to do
without.”

1“Be careful not to practice your
righteousness in front of others to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven. 2“So when you
give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
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1“Be careful not to practice your
righteousness in front of others to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven.

“This happens at two levels in our passage:
on the one hand, humans have a proclivity
to usurp the place of God by sitting in
judgment on one another, which is why
humans seek the approval of others; on the
other hand, we seek the approval of others

2“So when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on
the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward in
full.
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"Tzedakah" or “Tsedaqah”

35In everything I did, I showed you that by
this kind of hard work we must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ”

1. Acts 20:35

"Charity in its traditional sense has created
two groups: the 'givers' associated with
feelings of superiority or of being blessed
and the 'receivers' associated with feelings
of having made a mistake or of being weak.
A definition of charity tied to the
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discussed in terms of numbers.
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“A special word about “the hypocrites” is
required here. It is a term used by Jesus
alone in the New Testament, and he uses it
seventeen times. The term hypocrite in
classical Greek primarily refers to an actor,
such as one sees on the stage, but it came

Our wealth includes our goodness; charity
involves more than just commodities. We
could say that this definition of charity is
still all about giving...only now it includes
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When Jesus spoke of “the hypocrites,” he
was utilizing a very vivid image that
effectively seized the minds of his hearers
because of their familiarity with stage
characters. They were thus able to see
much of the most obvious religious

16In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

“Giving to the needy in order to receive
publicity is not giving at all—it is paying for
human approval, and it forfeits divine
approval.”
- David L. Turner. Matthew, p. 181
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“The hypocrites could care less whether the
needy acknowledged their gift. Why?
Because the poor have no honor to give—
they were considered shameful because of
their circumstances (the poor were often
considered cursed). Who needs a trumpet

Poverty is a sign of:
1. The rebellion against God
2. The brokenness of relationships
3.Our enslavement to Mammon

3But when you give to the needy, do not
let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be
in secret. Then your Father, who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you.
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“The true test of a man’s character is what
he does when no one is watching.”

“It’s understood that God is more positively
inclined to people who give charity
secretly,”
- Rabbi Martin Lockshin, chair of the
Humanities Department at York University

“One of the most elevated ways to give,
wrote the Jewish medieval scholar
Maimonides, was an anonymous donation
to a recipient whose identity is also
unknown.
A key reason, goes the interpretation, is
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35For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and

40“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.’

“The kind of people who have been so
transformed by their daily walk with God
that good deeds naturally flow from their
character are precisely the kind of people
whose left hand would not notice what
their right hand is doing—as, for example,

― John Wooden

21. “The kind of people2.who
Pagehave
2 been so transformed by their daily walk with God that good deeds naturally flow from their character are precisely

doing good for others. Their deeds are “in
secret” no matter who is watching, for they
are absorbed in love of God and of those
around them. They hardly notice their own
deed, and rarely remember it.”

