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1. Blessed are the humble before God, who
cares for the poor and the humble. (poor in
spirit/poor)

5. Blessed are those who, like God, offer
compassion in action, forgiveness, healing,
aid and covenant steadfastness to those in
need. (merciful)

2. Blessed are those who mourn what is
wrong and unjust and sincerely repent, for

6. Blessed are those who give their whole
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“We should not ask, ‘What is wrong with
the world?’ for that diagnosis has already
been given. Rather we should ask, “What
has happened to salt and light?”
- John Stott

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot. 14“You are the light of
the world. A town built on a hill cannot be

6. Matthew 5:13 (NIV) 1. Matthew 5:13

7. Salt in the Bible

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot.

Salt in the Bible
- Covenant salt was added to sacrifices
- Salt purified things
- Salt flavored and seasoned things
- Preservative
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“When Jesus calls his disciples ‘the salt,’
instead of himself, this transfers his efficacy
on earth to them. He brings them into his
work.”“The call of Jesus Christ means being
salt of the earth or being destroyed.”

9. Mark 9:50 (NIV)

1. Mark 9:50
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50“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness,
how can you make it salty again? Have salt
among yourselves, and be at peace with
each other.”

‘The glory of the gospel is that when the
Church is absolutely different from the
world, she invariably attracts it. It is then
that the world is made to listen to her
message, though it may hate it at first.

26But everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house on
sand.

12. Matthew 5:14-15 (NIV)
1. Matthew 5:14-15

13. Isaiah 60:1-3 (NIV) 1. Isaiah 60:1-3

14. Matthew 4:14-16 (NIV)
1. Matthew 4:14-16

14“You are the light of the world. A town
built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house.

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
2See, darkness covers the earth and thick
darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord
rises upon you and his glory appears over
you. 3Nations will come to your light, and

14to fulfill what was said through the
prophet Isaiah: 15“Land of Zebulun and
land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea,
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles
— 16the people living in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in the

15. "Once we connect 1.
this
Page
passage
1
to the Story of16.
God
Light
andon
once
a Candlestick
we see1.the
Page
role
1 of God’s people in
16.that
Light
Story,
on athis
Candlestick
passage
2. Page
finds2 greater clarity. The

"Once we connect this passage to the Story
of God and once we see the role of God’s
people in that Story, this passage finds
greater clarity. The text affirms our role as
God’s priests and rulers. Jesus seeks to
clarify that role by using the metaphors o

“Just as a light on a candlestick gathers the
household, so the city on the hill is the
shining image of community – an organic
unity in its economy and management,
community of work, and faith and joy. The
towers of a city on the hill can be seen far

There is nothing hidden about Jesus – he
wants nothing furtive. His light is an allinclusive life force that affects all
relationships in life, in the same way that
the sun shines upon the just and the unjust.
God does good to enemy and friend alike;
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"This text (Matt 5:13-16) encourages us to
reimagine our role in the world as God’s
agents of redemption. Again, it is simpler to
reimagine that role in this world as “moral
influence” than through the biblical notion
that is at work in the metaphors of

"The Story and the salt and light metaphors
reveal that the church’s fundamental task is
to mediate God’s presence as priests and to
rule on behalf of God as kings and queens
under God, serving God in God’s mission.
Our task is to represent God—to mediat

16In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

20. Matthew 5:16 (The1.Message)
Matthew 5:16

21. Matthew 6:1 (NIV) 1. Matthew 6:1

22. 1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV)
1. 1 Peter 2:11-12

16Now that I've put you there on a hilltop,
on a light stand--shine! Keep open house;
be generous with your lives. By opening up
to others, you'll prompt people to open up
with God, this generous Father in heaven.

1“Be careful not to practice your
righteousness in front of others to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven.

11Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners
and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires,
which wage war against your soul. 12Live
such good lives among the pagans that,
though they accuse you of doing wrong,
they may see your good deeds and glorify

23. Summary

24. Salt the Earth

24. Salt the Earth
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Summary
Saltiness - being an alternative community
different from the world, not conformed to
the world
Light - being a caring community that does
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They (disciples) are the salt and light, not
the temple, Jerusalem, the Torah, or the
Pharisees. Paul knows that Israel thought it
was the light to the world (Rom 2:17), but
Jesus assigns this task exclusively to his
followers as they indwell him who is
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While the specific sort of impact may not
be clear, one would have to think both salt
and light pertain to gospel teaching as well
as to behavioral witness as impacting those
who hear and see. Thus one can render
these statements more actively as “You sa
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“Character ethics emphasizes that how we
understand the mission of the church
shapes our ethics strongly. Character is
shaped in community, and that means
churches must be communities….The
church is a mission community, spreading

