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“Advent is the season when we remember
how Jesus put on flesh and moved into the
neighbourhood. God getting born in a barn
reminds us that God shows up in the most
forsaken corners of the earth.” “With his
coming we learn that the most dangerous

Christmas in Bethlehem.
The ancient dream: a cold, clear night made
brilliant by a glorious star,
the smell of incense, shepherds and wise
men falling
to their knees in adoration of the sweet

6. 1 John 4:16-21 (NIV)2. 1 John 4:16-21
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20Whoever claims to love God yet hates a
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does
not love their brother and sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom
they have not seen. 21And he has given us
this command: Anyone who loves God

Is it possible that someone thought it
would be enough to tell the people of this
village that God loved them without feeling
compelled to be an active agent of God’s
love? Sometimes we are so focused on
what happens after people die that we

16And so we know and rely on the love
God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives
in love lives in God, and God in them.
17This is how love is made complete
among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment: In this world we

40“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.’

9. 2 Corinthians 8:9 (NIV)
1. 2 Corinthians 8:9

10. “the very first statement
1. PageJesus
1 ever voiced about
11. “What
his concern
if Christmas
for the1.
was
poor,
Page
nooppressed,
1longer about
marginali
stuff? W

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you through
his poverty might become rich.

“the very first statement Jesus ever voiced
about his concern for the poor, oppressed,
marginalized people was when he cried out
as one of them—eyes shut tight, mouth
open wide, wailing, kicking . . . It was one of
the most profound acts of solidarity wi

“What if Christmas was no longer about
stuff? What if, this Christmas, we could
spend less, give more, worship fully, and
love all? What if we did that all year long?
Then we would raise our glasses high, filled
to overflowing with the living water that
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God’s conspiracy began to transform
people from every tribe, tongue, and
nation? This is our invitation. This is our
prayer. To the glory of our God—Loving
Father, Incarnate Son, Holy Spirit—
Christmas can still change the world.”

“In the rule of St. Benedict which
establishes a humble lifestyle in a
community who live, work and pray
together we see five levels of humility—our
relationship with the divine, our
relationship with those who have an official

How the world would change if we lived
this attitude every day. How our political
world would change if we adopted this
attitude. How our business world would
change if we adopted this attitude. How
our religious world would change if we
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be honoured as we seek to live lives shaped
by the powerful attitude of humility. This is
something we can be proud of.”
The Right Reverend Logan McMenamie is
the Anglican Bishop of the Diocese of
British Columbia, Times-Colonist, Dec. 22,

“There’s no way around it: Jesus calls us to
love and care for the poor. At Christmas,
one of the things that should distinguish a
Christ follower is a love that reaches out to
the hungry and thirsty and sick and
imprisoned. Such giving is an act of true
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16. Isaiah 1:13-17 (NIV)1. Isaiah 1:13-17

13Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
Your incense is detestable to me. New
Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I
cannot bear your worthless assemblies.
14Your New Moon feasts and your
appointed festivals I hate with all my being.

16. Isaiah 1:13-17 (NIV)2. Isaiah 1:13-17

16Wash and make yourselves clean. Take
your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing
wrong. 17Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of
the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.

17. James 1:27 (NIV) 1. James 1:27

18. Isaiah 58:1-2 (The Message)
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19. Isaiah 58:7-8 (The Message)
1. Isaiah 58:7-8

27Religion that God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the
world.

1"Shout! A full-throated shout! Hold
nothing back--a trumpet-blast shout! Tell
my people what's wrong with their lives,
face my family Jacob with their sins!
2They're busy, busy, busy at worship, and
love studying all about me. To all

7What I'm interested in seeing you do is:
sharing your food with the hungry, inviting
the homeless poor into your homes,
putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad,
being available to your own families. 8Do
this and the lights will turn on, and your
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“Through this kind of radical but practical
giving, we are transformed by the Advent
story. But make no mistake: the changes
that occur are not simply about us. God is
up to something in his world. When God’s
people serve the poor in humble, generous

never give up. When we show up and love
in the name of God, God shows up. That’s
part of the mystery of partnering with Jesus
in the work he is still doing. In this
decidedly cynical world, where far too
many people have heard far too many

12When Jesus spoke again to the people,
he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”

22. Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV)
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14“You are the light of the world. A town
built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house. 16In
the same way, let your light shine b

